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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1098 

JERUSALEM FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR SY PLO US 

SUBJECT: PLO SPOKESMAN ABU MAYZAR CRITICIZES US ME POLICY 

1 . SUMMARY: AT FEB 15 PRESS CONFERENCE PLO SPOKESMAN ABU 
MAYZAR STRONGLY CRITICZED US POLICY IN ME. HE STATED THAT 
HE, ARAFAT, AND ZUHDI NASHASHIBI HAD MET WITH PRIMIN 
KHULAYFAWI TO DISCUSS TENSE BEIRUT SITUATION BECAUSE ASAD 
UNAVAILABLE FOR MEETING. HE DENIED PLO HAD CONTACTED ISRAELI 
OFFICIALS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ABU MAYZAR HELD PRESS CONFERENCE IN DAMASCUS AFTERNOON 
FEB 15 WHICH WAS HEAVILY EDITED BY SYRIAN MEDIA. AMONG MATERIAL 
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NOT PUBLISHED LOCALLY WAS STRONG ATTACK AGAINST US POLICY IN 
ME, WHICH HE TERMED "AN OBSTACLE IN THE WAY OF A JUST PEACE 
AND AN EXPLOSIVE ELEMENT IN THE AREA WHICH MAY DANGEROUSLY 
THREATEN WORLD PEACE." HE CHARGED US WITH CONTINUING ITS 
SUPPORT OF "ISRAELI AGRESSION AND ISRAELI OCCUPATION OF 
PALESTINIAN AND ARAB TERRITORIES" WHILE IT IGNORED "EXISTENCE 
AND LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE." 
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3. HIS REMARKS ABOUT SITUATION IN BEIRUT WERE ALSO NOT REPORTED 
LOCALLY. ABU MAYZAR SAID HE AND ARAFAT HAD RETURNED TO CAIRO 
FEB 14 FROM TOUR OF PAKISTAN AND SOME AFRICAN STATES WHEN 
THEY WERE INFORMED OF "LIMITED CLASHES BETWEEN ADF AND SOME 
PALESTINIAN UNITS IN THE CAMPS." PRES SADAT AND FONMIN 
FAHMY, ACCORDING TO ABU MAYZAR, "ASSURED US OF EGYPT'S FULL 
SUPPORT FOR OUR STRUGGLE." HE THEN FLEW TO DAMASCUS SAME 
EVENING, BUT FOUND PRES ASAD UNAVAILABLE FOR MEETING "BECAUSE 
HE DEPARTING FOR ROMANIA FOLLOWING DAY." INSTEAD, ARAFAT, 

ABU MAYZAR AND NASHASHIBI MET WITH PRIMIN KHULAYFAWI AFTERNOON 
FEB 15, AND FOUND PRIMIN EXHIBITING "UNDERSTANDING AND POSITIVE 
ATTITUDE." (NOTE: SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTED WITHOUT COMMENT 
THAT KHULAYFAWI HAD MET WITH THESE PLO OFFICIALS SHORTLY 
AFTER MEETING WITH SENEGALESE AMBASSADOR.) ARAFAT THEN 
DEPARTED IMMEDIATELY FOR BEIRUT "TO SUPERVISE PERSONALLY 
EFFORTS AIMING AT EASING TENSION." 

4. ABU MAYZAR HEAPED PRAISE UPON SOVIET UNION AS /FRIENDLY 
COUNTRY" AND ANNOUNCED THAT ARAFAT WOULD HEAD PLO DELEGATION 
TO MOSCOW "IN NEAR FUTURE." THIS ALSO WAS UNREPORTED BY LOCAL 
MEDIA. 

5. SYRIAN MEDIA INSTEAD FOCUSED ON ABU MAYZAR'S COMMENTS 
DIRECTED TOWARD JORDAN AND FORTHCOMING PNC. HE CONFIRMED PNC 
WOULD BE CONVENED MARCH 12 IN CAIRO, AND ADDED THAT INVITATIONS 
HAVE BEEN SENT TO 265 NEW MEMBERS OF PNC AS WELL AS TO REPS OF 
PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS, BRINGING OVERALL NUMBER OF PARTICI- 
PANTS TO 290. HE NOTED TALKS WITH JORDAN WOULD BE PURSUED 
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WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF RABAT DECISIONS. HE ANNOUNCED THAT DELE- 
GATION OF PNC AND PALESTINE CENTRAL COUNCIL MEMBERS HAD BEEN 
FORMED TO VISIT AMMAN TO DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF RABAT 
RESES., AFTER WHICH "IT WOULD BE NATURAL THAT MEETING AT HIGHER 
LEVEL WOULD FOLLOW." 

6. ABU MAYZAR DENIED THAT PLO REPS HAD MET WITH ANY ISRAELI 
OFFICIALS, ALTHOUGH HE ADMITTED SOME PALESTINIANS IN PAST HAD 
MET WITH "PROGRESSIVE JEWISH ELEMENTS SYMPATHETIC TO PALES- 
TINIAN ASPIRATIONS .Z 

7. COMMENT: LOCAL STRINGER WHO PROVIDED PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT 

OF PRESS CONFERENCE TO COMPARE WITH SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTS STATED 
THAT ABU MAYZAR HAD BECOME ALMOST INCOHERENT WITH ANGER WHEH 
DISCUSSING SYRIAN REVISIONS OF 1969 CAIRO ACCORD. "SYRIA IS 
SUPPOSED TO IMPLEMENT ACCORDS, NOT DISCUSS THEM AND ALTER 
THEM." ASSERTED ABU MAYZAR. ASAD S NOT RECEIVING ARAFAT WAS 
DELIBERATE SNUB, PROBABLY INTENDED INDICATE SARG NOT INTIMI- 
DATED BY ARAFAT'S CABLE FROM CAIRO REQUESTING ASAD INTERVENE 
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TO PREVENT MORE SEIOUS CLASHES IN BEIRUT BETWEEN PALESTINIANS 
AND ADF. 

MURPHY 
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